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others of the more able men could not join the new
Government as they had openly sided with Lloyd
George. Bonar Law was obliged to fill offices from
the ranks of the Under-Secretaries. Edward Wood,
in that moment of rocketing promotions,, was made
President of the Board of Education. He was now
officially assured of the larger audiences which his
monumental dullness of manner had hitherto failed
to attract.
When Baldwin came back at the head of a great
majority in the winter of 1924 he remembered the
saintly ex-President. But now another aspect of his
feudal character was to be honoured and he became
Minister of Agriculture. The duty of presiding over
the progressive decline of Britain's greatest industry
was not to be pursued for long, for somebody had to
be found to succeed Lord Reading, "the greatest Jew
in Christendom," as Viceroy of India.
Baldwin thought and blinked. What was he looking
for? He wanted somebody who would pave the way
for more reforms, who could enable the Home Govern-
ment to make haste slowly, who could help Whitehall
to give Delhi the maximum of formal responsibility
while conceding the minimum of decisive power.
Someone was needed who would manage to impress
the Indians with our sincerity, to whom all ideas of
calling coloured people "damned niggers" were totally
foreign, who could see wings prolonging the shoulder-
blades of all God's children, who had knowledge,
culture, gentleness of manner, and incorruptibility of
character. He looked around his colleagues with their
varying abilities and different ideas of what consti-
tuted a gentleman. His choice fell upon the noblest